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POLICY STATEMENT/PURPOSE:


To provide guidelines for marriages performed at First United Methodist Church.

PROCEDURE:
Guidelines for Service of Holy Matrimony

In the Protestant understanding, although not a sacrament, Holy Matrimony is to be regarded as a genuine worship experience within the context of Christian tradition. The guidelines set forth are based on this concept of Matrimony as a covenant relationship between two individuals and within the context of a Christian Worship Experience.

Church Membership

Although membership in First United Methodist Church of Union City is not a requirement, confession of the Christian faith most certainly is a pre​requisite. Efforts will be made, through the premarital counseling sessions, to be sure that this is the basis for your marriage.

Arrangements

All arrangements for services of marriage must be made through the resident pastor. These arrangements should be made before contacting a place for the reception, the printer, florist and others. Another couple may have previously selected the date that you have decided upon.

Please be advised that marriage in any United Methodist Church carries a pre-requisite of pre​marital counseling with the resident pastor. Sufficient time for this counseling must be allowed for when making wedding plans.

Florist

Flowers are not a necessity for any wedding, but should you desire them, they should be tasteful and in moderation. Two identical vases on either side of the Altar or one single arrangement on the Altar itself are usually considered sufficient.

Aisle runners to protect the bride’s dress may be secured from your florist if desired (50’ length is more than enough).

If you wish a flower girl to throw petals ahead of the bride as she walks down the aisle, an aisle runner is required!

Photographers

Remember, the wedding is a service of worship and should not be detracted from by photographers and flash bulbs. Photographers are permitted to photograph the bride as she comes down the aisle on her escort’s arm, but should abstain from all photographs from this point on to the nuptial embrace at the conclusion of the service. (The only exception to this would be photographs that your photographer may desire to take from the rear of the church during the service without flash.) Following the reception line formalities, your pastor and photographer will be happy to pose what ever pictures you desire. Video taping permitted at Pastor’s instruction.

Candles
Two altar candles are provided as a part of the service. If candelabra is desired, 14—3/4” dripless candles of a minimum height of 10” are required. Dripless candles are available for renting for an additional fee of $15.00  from the church. Please notify the pastor if you wish to use them. Any additional candles are permitted only in consultation with the resident pastor. 
Receptions

The Ministry Center of the church is available for receptions. Setting the hall and decorations are the responsibilities of the families of the wedding party. Removal of the decorations is expected following the reception.
NO SMOKING AND NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE PERMITTED
ON CHURCH PROPERTY
(STRICTLY ENFORCED)

Arrangements for the rental of the Ministry Center should be made when meeting with the pastor to discuss the details for the wedding.

· A rental fee of $75.00/ over 50 people $150 is made to all non-members.

· A custodial fee of $25.00 up to 100; $$50.00 for over 100 people is made to members and non-members alike.

· All fees related to rental and use of Ministry Center are made at the time of reservations

· No reservation will be held unless fees have been paid.

Custodial Service

A nominal charge is made for custodial services for all weddings using the Sanctuary or the Chapel. We will do our best to insure that the Sanctuary is in excellent condition for your wedding. Please respect it a place of worship and do not leave trash in or under the pews or on the floors. The charge for services are as follows: $25.00 / $50 for over 100 people. Chapel: $15.00. Custodial fees are due at the time of the rehearsal.

NO RICE OR BIRD SEED THROWING

Organist and Soloists

Music is an important part of any worship experience. However, you should be sure it is in keeping with the setting of the Christian covenant understanding of marriage. Please check music selections with the pastor.


If the church organist will be the person playing or your service, payment for the service should be to the organist at the time of the rehearsal: included is 15 minutes of music before the ceremony and the wedding. Charges are at the discretion of the organist.

If you desire, a soloist may sing at your wedding. You will be responsible for contacting whomever you select and notifying the church organist as well. The Lord’s Prayer or other similar music are appropriate during the service. Other selections may be sung prior to the service. Fees are to be negotiated by the bride and groom with the musicians.

Minister Fees

$50.00
Pre-marital counseling sessions (3-4)


Required of all couples requesting marriage by this church’s pastor, a minimum of three (3) pre-marital counseling sessions scheduled at the convenience of both the pastor and the couple. Fee is payable at the second premarital counseling session.

$50.00
Minimum Honorarium for performing the wedding ceremony and is payable at the rehearsal.

Summary of Fees
(Non-member fees shall be charged when neither party or their parents are church members.)

    For:
Amount:
Organist
At the discretion of the organist
Sanctuary (non-member)
$100.00
Custodian (member/non-member) 
$25.00; over 100 people $50
Chapel (non-member)
$25.00
Custodian (member/non-member) 
$15.00
Ministry Center (non-member)
$75.00/ over 50 people $150.00
Custodian for Ministry Center 
$25.00 up to 100; Over 100 people $50
Kitchen
$25.00 / over 50 people $50
Pre-marital counseling
$50.00 payable at 2nd session

Minister’s honorarium
$50.00 minimum

All fees are due at time of rehearsal unless otherwise stated and are to be paid as follows:

· Organist fee to the organist

· Sanctuary, chapel and/or Ministry Center fee to the First United Methodist Church

· Custodian fee to the custodian

· Minister’s honorarium to minister

Your church and your pastor wish to assist you to make this special time in your life as meaningful as possible within the context of the sacred Christian covenant you are about to make. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact us at any time.

Signed:

_________________________________________
__________________________________________

Pastor

Chairperson Administrative Board
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